Oscar Wilde: The Picture of Dorian Gray
Preface:
- Those who find ugly meanings in beautiful things are corrupt without being charming. This
is a fault. Those who find beautiful meanings in beautiful things are the cultivated. For
these there is hope. They are the elect to whom beautiful things mean only Beauty.
- "There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are well written, or badly
written. That is all."
- "Those who go beneath the surface do so at their peril. Those who read the symbol do so
at their peril. It is the spectator, and not life, that art really mirrors. Diversity of opinion
about a work of art shows that the work is new, complex and vital."
Dorian-> represents art in itself. He has no moral he only looks for beauty
His death-> art lasts forever, while life ends, so art is more important than life.
“To be good is to be in harmony with one’s self,” he replied, touching the thin stem of his glass
with his pale, fine-pointed fingers. “Discord is to be forced to be in harmony with others. One’s
own life—that is the important thing. As for the lives of one’s neighbours, if one wishes to be a
prig or a Puritan, one can flaunt one’s moral views about them, but they are not one’s concern.
Besides, Individualism has really the higher aim. Modern morality consists in accepting the
standard of one’s age. I consider that for any man of culture to accept the standard of his age is a
form of the grossest immorality.”
-

Individualism

“For the canons of good society are, or should be, the same as the canons of art. Form is
absolutely essential to it. It should have the dignity of a ceremony, as well as its unreality, and
should combine the insincere character of a romantic play with the wit and beauty that make such
plays delightful to us. Is insincerity such a terrible thing? I think not. It is merely a method by which
we can multiply our personalities.”
-

In society manner should be more important than morals
Beauty should lead society as it leads art
Dorian is without morals, but he is still accepted by society because he is beautiful

“You poisoned me with a book once. I should not forgive that. Harry, promise me that you will
never lend that book to anyone. It does harm.”
“My dear boy, you are really beginning to moralize. You will soon be going about like the
converted, and the revivalist, warning people against all the sins of which you have grown tired.
You are much too delightful to do that.... As for being poisoned by a book, there is no such thing as
that. Art has no influence upon action. It annihilates the desire to act. It is superbly sterile. The
books that the world calls immoral are books that show the world its own shame.”
-

A book has no power on people

